
DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT
A worker was cutting flex cable by 
holding it between his legs and 
cutting from the top. With his other 
hand, he was holding the flex cable 
just below the point at which the cut 
was being made (Figure 1).  As the 
worker cut the cable, the saw slipped 
and cut the worker’s ring finger 
which resulted in 7 stitches and a 
half day of lost wages.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS
If the following precautions had 
been taken, this accident could have 
been prevented .

1. The worker should have been 
wearing gloves.

2. The worker should seek help to 
hold the opposite end of the flex 
cable or he should find a solid 
surface for support. This would 
have removed his hand from the 
hazard (Figure 2).

1926.21(b)(2) The employer shall 
instruct each employee in the 
recognition and avoidance of unsafe 
conditions and the regulations 
applicable to his work environment 
to control or eliminate any hazards 
or other exposure to illness or injury.
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