
Excavation projects can 
quickly become graves if 
not constantly monitored.

OSHA regulation 29CFR 
1926.651 (j)(k)(l) states:
Daily inspections of 
excavations, the adjacent 
areas, and protective 
systems shall be made by 
a competent person for 
evidence of a situation 
that  could result  in 
p o s s i b l e  c a v e - i n s ,  
indications of failure of 
p r o t e c t i v e  s y s t e m s ,  
hazardous atmospheres 
o r  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  
conditions.  An inspection 
shall be conducted by a 
competent person prior to 
the start of work and as 
needed throughout the 
shift.  Inspections shall 
also be made after every 
rainstorm or other hazard 
increasing occurrence.  
These inspections are 
on ly  requ i red  when  
employee exposure can 
b e  r e a s o n a b l y  
anticipated.

Remember, the only way 
t o  p r o v e  t h a t  a n  
inspection has been 
performed is through 
documentation. 
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