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Aerial lifts have become a common sight at 
construction areas.  Some employers 
expect employees to perform duties on an 
aerial lift without providing proper training, 
or do not enforce the OSHA rule that 
stipulates employees must use a full body 
harness when working on a lift.

Employees have been observed working off 
the forks of a telescoping handler.  Still 
others have been lifted while standing on a 
pallet or a work platform.  Forks, pallets and 
platforms do not provide protection against 
a fall.

Employees engaged in the use of 
articulating aerial boom lifts must not only 
be trained in the proper operation of the 
machine but also must be trained to use a 
personal fall restraint systems.

If a basket or cage is provided along with full 
PPE, it is the foreman's duty to see that each 
employee uses the body harness and that 
the lanyard is correctly tied off.

It is not cost effective to take chances.

1926.453 (b)(iv) Employees shall always 
stand firmly on the floor of the basket, and 
shall not sit or climb on the edge of the 
basket or use planks, ladders, or other 
devices for a work position.

1926.453 (b)(v) A body belt shall be worn and 
a lanyard attached to the boom or basket 
when working from an aerial lift

BOTH 
IMAGES ARE 
INCORRECT

Never  work  
directly from 
the forks of an 
te lescop ing  
handler.

Ar t icu la t ing  
l i f t  u s e s  
correct basket 
for protection 
but no body 
harness and 
lanyard is in 
use.
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