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Horseplay on the job site is always a good 
way to cause an accident, but you really 
don't want to mess around with any kind 
of power tool.  Powder actuated tools are 
like weapons and one slip can be deadly.  

One morning two workers were setting 
studs using powder actuated guns.  
While kidding around and talking about 
the events and festivities of the previous 
night one of the workers was being 
careless about the condition of his gun. 
While it did not have a loaded stud or 
anchor bolt, it did have a powder charge 
in the chamber. The worker pressed his 
palm against the front end of the gun. 
While it was unloaded his palm pressure 
set of the trigger of the gun. The plunger 
surged forward and penetrated the hand 
of the worker, luckily without going 
through. He was given first aid and 
rushed to the hospital. He was released 
late that afternoon and required many 
rehabilitation sessions to regain full use 
of his hand.  

Powder actuated tools must be 
respected. Examples such as the one 
above show the need to treat a powder 
actuated gun just as one would treat a real 
firearm. If not actually using the tool, it 
should be unloaded and the charge 
removed as well as always handling it as if 
it was loaded. 

Carelessness and horseplay do not mix 
with the workplace.
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