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Vol 31 - No 52 PALLET JACK ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

Two employees were moving a
battery cabinet from the loading area
to the main electrical room with a
pallet jack. The cabinet itself
weighed 2600 Ib, stood over 6' tall,
and was top heavy.As one employee
was pushing the cabinet the job of
the second employee was to hold the
cabinet steady. The accident
occurred when the workers were
trying to turn a tight corner too
quickly. A pallet jack by design has
three points of contact to the surface
of the floor. When they suddenly
turned, the weight of the cabinet
shifted and fell over on top of the
employee trying to hold it steady.
Another factor that contributed to the
accident was that the pallet jack was
raised to it's highest position. The
employee's right leg was snapped
between his knee and ankle. He was
out of work for an extended period of
time for recovery and rehabilitation.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Always pre-plan any moving of
materials. Walk the route of travel
that is to be taken and note any
areas of concern.

2. Always travel with the load as
close to the floor as possible and
at a suitable speed. Never beina
hurry when safety is involved.
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INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

Two employees were moving a
battery cabinet from the loading area
to the main electrical room with a
pallet jack. The cabinet itself
weighed 2600 Ib, stood over 6' tall,
and was top heavy.As one employee
was pushing the cabinet the job of
the second employee was to hold the
cabinet steady. The accident
occurred when the workers were
trying to turn a tight corner too
quickly. A pallet jack by design has
three points of contact to the surface
of the floor. When they suddenly
turned, the weight of the cabinet
shifted and fell over on top of the
employee trying to hold it steady.
Another factor that contributed to the
accident was that the pallet jack was
raised to it's highest position. The
employee's right leg was snapped
between his knee and ankle. He was
out of work for an extended period of
time for recovery and rehabilitation.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Always pre-plan any moving of
materials. Walk the route of travel
that is to be taken and note any
areas of concern.

2. Always travel with the load as
close to the floor as possible and
at a suitable speed. Never be ina
hurry when safety is involved.
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