
FIRED & MISFIRED CARTRIDGES
WILL HAVE FIRE PIN IMPRESSION

MISFIRED AND SKIPPED
CARTRIDGES ARE STILL SEALED

Powder-actuated tools are found on almost every job site. Safety glasses or a 
face shield, ear protection and a hard hat should be used when operating 
powder-actuated tools and workers should be trained and certified on their 
proper use. Powder-actuated cartridges range from lowest powdered charge 
colored white to the strongest powdered charge colored purple. The proper 
disposal of misfired cartridges is often overlooked.  These cartridges are 
simply placed in a dumpster or left on the floor where a worker could step on 
them or machinery could run over them. The danger is these cartridges can 
explode and the flying scrap metal can penetrate skin or an eye.

No attempt should be made to explode misfired cartridges. Proper disposal of 
misfired cartridges requires placing them in a special container filled with 
water or oil for 30 minutes and then returning them to the appropriate 
supervisor for proper disposal.

1926.302(e)(1) Only employees who have been trained in the operation of the 
particular tool in use shall be allowed to operate a powder-actuated tool.

1926.302 (e)(4) Personal Protective Equipment shall be in accordance with 
Subpart E: Personal Protective & Life Saving Equipment

.
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