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Many times, electrical work causes the electrician to
enter a confined space. A confined space defined by
OSHA is a space that is large enough to enter, has a
restricted means of entry or exit, and is not designed for
continuous employee occupancy. Permit space is a
confined space that presents or has the potential for
hazards related to atmospheric conditions (toxic,
flammable, asphyxiating), or any other recognized
hazard.

Examples of a confined space are silos (figure 1),
various tunnels (figures 2 & 4), sewers (figure 3), fuel
tanks, vaults, and certain excavations.

Before you enter a confined space, entry permits must
be used. Control any hazard by the use of Lockout /
Tagout, testing the air for oxygen, combustible gases
and toxic air contaminants.

OSHA estimates that about 54 workers die each year in
permit spaces. Almosttwo-thirds of these deaths result
from people attempting arescue. Itis necessaryto have
an appropriate rescue
procedure. Always
have at least one
person outside of the
confined space to
summon help. A rope
tied around a worker’s
waist is not an
acceptable rescue
method. It does not
allow a single attendant
to pull an injured worker
out. A full-body
harness and life line can
be attached to a Tripod
and wench which a
single person can
A operate (figure 5).
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