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There is a danger in brushing off near 
misses that do not hurt, harm or 
damage people and/or property.  
When near misses occur we should 
immediately put up a red warning flag.  
Near misses are a positive sign or 
symptom that something is wrong.

Eliminate the likelihood of future close 
calls through effective root cause 
analysis and effective corrective 
action taken on near misses.  A list of 
near misses can almost be endless: 
lack of proper machine guarding; 
improper maintenance or grounding 
of equipment; missing handrails or 
guardrails; poor housekeeping; 
improperly stored materials; or 
tripping over clutter and almost falling 
down.  It’s best to learn the real 
lessons from the near misses, since 
they are likely to continue to occur 
repeatedly until an injury occurs.

A recent study found that for every 
serious or disabling injury reported, 
there were about 10 injuries of less 
serious nature, 30 property damage 
accidents, and about 600 near misses 
with no injury or property damage.

You can help by reporting every near 
miss to your supervisor immediately.  
An investigation with follow up 
actions will reduce to potential for 
future near misses.  Supervisors must 
rely upon you and your fellow workers 
to report these near misses as they 
just can’t see everything.

Do your part to help make the 
workplace safe for everyone involved. 
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