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Vol 31 - No 8 REBAR ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A 30 year old carpenter with 10 years
experience was blocking out a doorway
on the ground floor of a stairwell. The
inside forms had been set on 2 ' ft wide
concrete support grade beams. The
outside forms were laying down, over
the top of a 2 ft gap that needed backfill
material to level the top of the grade
beam. Across the top of the grade
beams and next to the form was a row of
Y2 inch rebar steel rods standing
vertically 2 ft high and about 1 ' ft apart.
All of the rebar had safety mushroom
caps covering the tips.

The carpenter paid little or no attention
to the fact that as he worked, he had
removed a safety cap off the rebar. It
was early morning with a light dew on
the ground as the carpenter leaned over
to take a measurement for a 2X4 brace.
He slipped and stepped through the gap
between the form and the grade beam
falling back and impaling himself on the
rebar with no cap. Not realizing he had
impaled himself, he yelled out to co-
workers to lift him up. As the co-
workers stood him up, they realized he
had been impaled. Medical reports
stated the x-rays showed the rebar had
missed the major artery under his arm
by zinch and his lung by 1 inch.
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:

1. Awareness of your work area is
always critical to one’s safety. Be
cautious when working in slick
conditions and be extra careful.
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2. NEVER remove a cap from rebar
without replacing it immediately.
This is an accident waiting to
happen.
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Company Location Date

Vol 31 - No 8 REBAR ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A 30 year old carpenter with 10 years
experience was blocking out a doorway
on the ground floor of a stairwell. The
inside forms had been set on 2 ' ft wide
concrete support grade beams. The
outside forms were laying down, over
the top of a 2 ft gap that needed backfill
material to level the top of the grade
beam. Across the top of the grade
beams and next to the form was a row of
2 inch rebar steel rods standing
vertically 2 ft high and about 1 ' ft apart.
All of the rebar had safety mushroom
caps covering the tips.

The carpenter paid little or no attention
to the fact that as he worked, he had Q
removed a safety cap off the rebar. It

was early morning with a light dew on
the ground as the carpenter leaned over
to take a measurement for a 2X4 brace.
He slipped and stepped through the gap
between the form and the grade beam
falling back and impaling himself on the
rebar with no cap. Not realizing he had
impaled himself, he yelled out to co-
workers to lift him up. As the co-
workers stood him up, they realized he
had been impaled. Medical reports
stated the x-rays showed the rebar had
missed the major artery under his arm
by zinch and his lung by 1 inch.
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:

1. Awareness of your work area is
always critical to one’s safety. Be
cautious when working in slick
conditions and be extra careful.

2. NEVER remove a cap from rebar
without replacing it immediately.
This is an accident waiting to
happen.
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