
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

Working around sheet metal is a 
necessary part of electrical work, as 
every electrician knows.  Minimizing the 
danger of cuts is an important 
consideration.  Unfortunately, this 
electrician did not respect the sharp 
metal edge which resulted in a serious 
cut.

The electrician needed to cut a 4-inch 
hole in an electrical gutter in order to pull 
some wires into an electrical closet.  He 
was using a ½ inch drill with a special 4 
inch drill bit in order to accomplish this.  
Unfortunately, the drill bit got bound or 
jammed causing the electrician’s hand 
to twist quickly.  He did not have time to 
react and the sudden motion sliced the 
back of his hand on the sharp metal 
edge.  The worker received a laceration 
that severed a ligament.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Wearing gloves during this process 
would have prevented this accident.  
At the very least it would reduce the 
amount of damage to a simple bruise.

2. Tape off the edges of the electrical 
gutter you are working around before 
starting your project. 
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