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Vol 30 - No 52  WORK ZONE ACCESS BLOCKING

In the course of building roads, residential
roadways, or right-of-way in new
developments, one must be careful to
block off access properly during non-duty
hours or during a work stoppage.
Roadways under construction pose many
dangers ranging from rough surfaces to
unfinished, poorly marked ditches, and
ancillary construction exposing rebar and
unfinished manholes. As the pictures
show, an unblocked access work zone
poses many dangers if civilians were to
enter. A disoriented driver or some
teenagers looking for adventure may go
into the work zone if insufficient barriers or
markers are in place. Single cones (Figure
A) or bent over meshing (Figure B) and
lack of machinery or barricades to entry
points (Figure C) invites accidents, not to
mention lawsuits for failure to properly
block entry zones.

P Y ECAVATION REAR Proper measures !olocklng the entry zone
ROAD NOT PROPERLY \ or work zone barricades must be posted;
PARRACADED as well as properly deployed meshing

encircling fall hazards or multiple cones to

mark ditches, particularly when such
hazards are close to active roadways. Do
not forget to post proper signs for

approaching vehicles and to have a

spotter for heavy machinery exiting the

work zone. The manual for uniform traffic
control devices is an excellent source for
proper work zone safety.
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Figure A - IMPROPER TRENCH BARRICADE
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Figure B - NOT ENOUGH BARRICADE MATERIAL
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Figure C - EXCAVATION NEAR @
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In the course of building roads, residential
roadways, or right-of-way in new
developments, one must be careful to
block off access properly during non-duty
hours or during a work stoppage.
Roadways under construction pose many
dangers ranging from rough surfaces to
unfinished, poorly marked ditches, and
ancillary construction exposing rebar and
unfinished manholes. As the pictures
show, an unblocked access work zone
poses many dangers if civilians were to
enter. A disoriented driver or some
teenagers looking for adventure may go
into the work zone if insufficient barriers or
markers are in place. Single cones (Figure
A) or bent over meshing (Figure B) and
lack of machinery or barricades to entry
points (Figure C) invites accidents, not to
mention lawsuits for failure to properly
block entry zones.

Proper measures blocking the entry zone
or work zone barricades must be posted;
as well as properly deployed meshing
encircling fall hazards or multiple cones to
mark ditches, particularly when such
hazards are close to active roadways. Do
not forget to post proper signs for
approaching vehicles and to have a
spotter for heavy machinery exiting the
work zone. The manual for uniform traffic
control devices is an excellent source for
proper work zone safety.
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