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Vol 30 - No 48 ELECTRIC SHOCK ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A 26 year old worker with six years of
experience was disconnecting a wall switch
on the 19th floor of an office building during
a demolition for a remodeling job. He went
to the “J” box to disconnect the 277 volt
wires without disconnecting the breaker.
The breaker was located in the basement
since the lighting system was on an
emergency breaker.

He was on a six foot ladder at the time of the
accident. The worker last remembers
extending his arms to untwist the wire
(Figure 1). The shock buckled his body and
sent him falling to the floor (Figure 2). He
injured his shoulder and neck as well as put
a quarter inch deep cut on his left hand. He
was released from the hospital four hours
later and missed two days of work.
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

While this worker is lucky to be alive, his
accident was unnecessary. One must
always disconnect the power before
working on a hot system. Any time saved by
skipping to disconnect the power was all
lost by this one accident. Always make sure
that all lockout / tagout procedures are
followed.

Figure 2

1926.417(a) & (c) (a) Controls. Controls that
are to be deactivated during the course of
work on energized or deenergized
equipment or circuits shall be tagged.
1926.417(b) Equipment and circuits.
Equipment or circuits that are deenergized
shall be rendered inoperative and shall
have tags attached at all points where such
equipment or circuits can be energized.
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