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Vol 31 - No 4       CRANE ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A crane operator with 20 years experience was setting an air conditioning unit.  
The crane capacity was 190 tons and the unit only weighed 849 pounds, yet he 
laid 134 feet across the rooftop of a middle school that was under 
construction.  The accident caused $100,000 worth of damage and almost 
caused the death of 4 employees, who were working with the air conditioning 
crew.  The cause of the accident was that the operator failed to stay within the 
lift chart parameters.  His overconfidence and haste to set the unit caused the 
accident 4 feet short of his destination; even though the crane was set up 64 
feet from the building.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:

1. Always stabilize outriggers as close to destination as possible.

2. Always stay within load parameters.

3. Planning and patience can prevent job-related hazards.

Never risk standing underneath loads.  Rigging, cables, straps, or the    
  equipment can fail; and even operators may be the cause of a 
          serious   accident. 
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