
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
An employee was shooting ceiling wires to support a light fixture in a closet with a 
Viper pole gun. Because the above deck was so high, he had to use a ladder.  After 
fastening the light fixture, he came down the ladder with the pole gun in his hand. To 
gain more control of the pole gun, he grabbed the top of it, unaware that he had placed 
his hand over the barrel. As he backed out of the closet, the bottom end of the pole 
gun hit a column that was outside the door.  The impact was enough to depress the 
trigger and the live load in the chamber caused the driving rod to puncture the 
employees hand. The employee had surgery and was out of work for several weeks. 

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:
Always treat any powder-actuated tool as if it was a live handgun. The ammunition in 
it can cause the same damage as a bullet. Never place your hand over the barrel. Be 
aware of the direction the tool is pointing at all times.

1926.302(e)(1) Only employees who have been trained in the operation of the 
particular tool in use shall be allowed to operate a powder-actuated tool.
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