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Power tools are designed to 
accommodate specific guards that 
protect the worker using the tool.  
The guard is there to prevent such 
hazards as point of operation, in-
going pinch points, rotating parts, 
flying objects and sparks.

A 36 year old man was using a saw 
when he decided that the guard was 
slowing him down.  He tied the 
guard back and two minutes later 
slipped on scrap material in the 
immediate area causing his arm to 
come in contact with the blade.  He 
now has limited movement to his 
hand.  Was the time he saved worth 
the use of his hand ?

Before beginning any job inspect 
the tool you will be using to make 
sure it is in good working order and 
that the guards are properly in 
place.  Guards shall have an 
opening no larger than ½ inch.  No 
guard shall be taken off or tied up 
because this prevents the job from 
being done safely.

Safety is important so always wear 
safety glasses when using power 
tools.  Don’t cut corners.  It may 
take a little longer to do things the 
correct way but its better to be safe 
than sorry for the rest of your life .CORRECT -

Guard properly and safely in place

INCORRECT - 
Guard improperly tied back out of way
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