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Vol 30 - No 13 HAUL TRUCK-TRAILER TIP OVER ACCIDENT

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

A Contractor truck driver was hauling surplus excavated soil to a location where the dirt was being used as fill
material. The driver arrived with a load of dirt at the dump location and proceeded to back the truck into
position and raise the bed. When the bed of the truck was about % of the way up, the driver noticed that the
truck bed appeared to be leaning too much to the right. By that time it was too late, the truck bed flipped over
to the right side and crashed to the ground missing a parked truck by about 10 feet. The truck driver was not
injured due to the fact that the truck-tractor did not turn over. After the accident the driver exited the truck and
noticed that he had backed up onto an uneven dirt pile. It appeared the dirt pile caused the truck bed to go off
balance when it was being raised, causing the accident. Upon investigation of the accident, it was found that
the truck driver failed to follow the company’s safety procedures that had been created to prevent this type of
accident. He admitted to being in a hurry to go get another load because he was being paid by the load.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Follow safety rules that have been set up for accident prevention such as:

1. Checkoverhead and side clearances.

2. Visually check loading / dump areas on approach to be sure that no equipment or persons are behind the
truck before traveling inreverse.

3. Wait for direction from the spotter or loader/ dozer operator that will help you guide your truck into proper
position for loading and unloading.

4. Drivers are to remain in their trucks during loading & unloading. Loader operators will not load your truck
ifyou are notin the cab.

5. Before raising the truck bed for unloading make sure that the truck is sitting on stable and level ground
and that the cab is aligned with the truck bed.

6. While raising the truck bed check for any shifting or noticeable unevenness.

7. Do not under any circumstances walk behind, drive behind, or park behind any other piece of mobile
equipment.

This costly accident could have been prevented had the driver taken time to be guided
correctly by the dozer operator that was on duty. HASTE MAKES WASTE! Always take
your time and BE SAFE.
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