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Hand and back injuries are two of the most common 
injuries sustained by workers who fail to use tag 
lines when attempting to manually handle heavy 
hoisted loads 

Tag lines help to prevent losing control of loads from 
spinning as well as swinging back towards the boom 
(A). Two tag lines should be used in confined 
quarters.  

Tag lines should never be wrapped around hands or 
any other part of the body (B). 

Tag lines should never be 
held palms down or 
wrapped around hand 
(C). 

Always hold them palm 
up (D) in case the load is 
lost to avoid sustaining 
burn injuries to the hand.  
Finally, always use safety 
gloves when using Tag 
lines.  

Remember to stay alert 
a n d  t o  m a i n t a i n  
communication with the 
crane operator.  Tag 
l i n e s ,  w h e n  u s e d  
properly, can be a great 
loading and unloading 
tool.  Used incorrectly, 
they can cause as much 
injury as if they weren’t 
being used at all.
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