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Vol 28 - No 48 LADDER ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A steel worker who was welding and working off a 16' aluminum ladder fell when the
ladder he was working on fell over from under him. The accident happened as a cold front
blew in and winds were very high. A gust of wind blew the worker off balance and the
change of weight caused the ladder to tip over.

The welder fell approximately 15' off the ladder breaking his leg. Upon investigation, it
was discovered that the ladder was not tied off at the top and the ladders rubber feet were
worn off. This promoted displacement due to bare metal legs on a slick concrete surface.
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SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:

As per OSHA guidelines, ladders must extend 3' above the final landing and must be
secured to prevent any movement. Ladders must be inspected regularly for defects such
as cracks, splitting, missing rungs, worn rubber soles, etc. If any defects are noted the
ladder must either be taken out of service or discarded.
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