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Vol 2  - No        9 26 AIR HOSE ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:
A welder who was welding on his table and was 
working near a sandblaster painter on a shipyard 
construction site was seriously injured when the air 
hose the sandblaster was using came loose from 
the coupling.  The welder who was unaware of the 
events that were surrounding him was hit several 
times as 
the  large  diameter  air  hose  coupling  whipped 
across him several times before he could realize 
what was happening.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:
The accident was attributed to not placing the 
“safety clips” in the air hose coupling as required 
by OSHA.  OSHA requires that safety clips be 
placed in at least 2 of the 4 holes in the coupling and 
that a safety clip be used to prevent accidental 
separation.  Using paper clips, bailing wire, string 
or ropes is not acceptable means of safety locking 
devices.

Be alert to your surroundings as well.  Know what 
other activities are happening around and do not 
allow high pressure air hoses to be placed under or 
near you while you are working.
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