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SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS
The accident  occurred due to a belief in a 
false premise that concrete slabs more than 6 
inches thick would not move on their own.  
This belief was the only thing standing 
against a 5 ton concrete slab.  The potential 
hazard was so great that the ten to twenty 
minutes to secure the slab would have been 
well worth it.  Instead, common knowledge 
that proved to be incorrect caused lost wages, 
damaged equipment, medical expenses, work 
stoppage and unnecessary pain and 
suffering.  

When the potential hazard is so great, take all 
necessary precautions possible.   
  

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION
Two workers were cutting out a 9,925 lb, 10X10 slab 
of concrete from the back of a building during a 
remodeling project.  The slab was eight inches 
thick and the senior foreman had almost ten years 
of experience.  It was common knowledge in this 
particular company that a slab that was more than 
6 inches thick would not move on its own and 
therefore would not require being secured or 
fastened in some way during the cutting.  When the 
cutter was 95 percent complete, the slab broke off, 
slamming against the scissor lift and catapulting 
the two men onto the asphalt. The foreman 
suffered three broken ribs and a  laceration  on  his  
right leg, as well as the loss of two workdays. The 
helper was not so lucky.  He suffered a fractured 
second vertebrae, a broken arm, a fractured pelvis 
and a shattered kneecap.  While he recovered fully, 
he did not return to work for 2 ½ months.  
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