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The correct way to attach U-bolts to a wire rope 
is the base of the clip bears against the “live 
end” of the rope.  The U or round part of the bolt 
bears down on what is known as the “dead end”.

Space clips approximately 6 rope diameters 
apart.  After nuts on clips have been tightened, 
they should then be firmly tightened once under 
the load.  This will take up any reduction in rope 
diameter caused by the rope weight.

A wire rope “thimble” should be used in the eye 
of the loop to keep wire from kinking.  The handy 
table to the right will list the number of clips 
necessary for safe application and spacing.  
The information on the table, when used 
correctly, will help prevent an accident and 
comply with OSHA 1926.251(c).

“Never saddle a dead horse” is the phrase most 
workmen use to remind themselves.
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CORRECT
U-bolt of all 
clips on dead 
end of rope

INCORRECT
U-bolt of all 
clips on live 
end of rope
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Do not 

stagger clips
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The correct way to attach U-bolts to a wire rope 
is the base of the clip bears against the “live 
end” of the rope.  The U or round part of the bolt 
bears down on what is known as the “dead end”.

Space clips approximately 6 rope diameters 
apart.  After nuts on clips have been tightened, 
they should then be firmly tightened once under 
the load.  This will take up any reduction in rope 
diameter caused by the rope weight.

A wire rope “thimble” should be used in the eye 
of the loop to keep wire from kinking.  The handy 
table to the right will list the number of clips 
necessary for safe application and spacing.  
The information on the table, when used 
correctly, will help prevent an accident and 
comply with OSHA 1926.251(c).

“Never saddle a dead horse” is the phrase most 
workmen use to remind themselves.
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