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Extension ladders can be found on almost any job site. They can be made of aluminum or fiberglass and
come in different sizes (12’, 16°, 24’ etc...). When used properly these ladders are a very useful tool but
when used improperly... WATCH OUT!

One of the safety rules that is most often ignored and or not followed by workers is separating both
sections of the extension ladder. This is done either to form two ladders, because the ladder is too bulky
to be used as is, or one section of the ladder is damaged and they try to salvage the other half.

The problem with separating extension ladder sections is that while the bottom section has rubber
padded leg supports, the top section contains none. Many accidents have been caused by workers
trying to use the separated top section of the extension ladder for climbing.

Always follow these basic rules when working with or using an extension ladder.

1. Never separate the
sections of the ladder
except for maintenance
or repair.

2. If the ladder is
inadequate for the work
to be done, get the
proper size and type of
ladder needed.

3. If ladder is damaged,
replace it.

4. Always follow the
manufacturers
recommendations for
proper use, care and
maintenance.

An extension ladder on
the job site can prove to
be one of your more

INCORRECT important tools,
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Extension ladders can be found on almost any job site. They can be made of aluminum or fiberglass and
come in different sizes (12’, 16°, 24’ etc...). When used properly these ladders are a very useful tool but

when used improperly... WATCH OUT!

One of the safety rules that is most often ignored and or not followed by workers is separating both
sections of the extension ladder. This is done either to form two ladders, because the ladder is too bulky
to be used as is, or one section of the ladder is damaged and they try to salvage the other half.

The problem with separating extension ladder sections is that while the bottom section has rubber
padded leg supports, the top section contains none. Many accidents have been caused by workers

trying to use the separated top section of the extension ladder for climbing.

Always follow these basic rules when working with or using an extension ladder.
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