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OSHA requires that accident prevention 
safety signs be used when there are 
specific hazards of a nature such that 
failure to designate them might lead to 
injury to workers or the public or both.

Danger signs should be used only where 
an immediate hazard exists.  They should 
be white with black letters and a black 
field.  On the field should be a red oval 
with DANGER in white letters.  

Caution signs are used only to warn about 
potential hazards or to warn against 
unsafe practice.  They should be yellow 
signs with a black field with CAUTION in 
yellow letters and black letters for the 
body copy. WARNING signs should be the 
same as Caution but in orange colors. 

The wording on any sign should be easily 
read and concise.  The sign should 
contain sufficient information to be easily 
understood

Accurate job site signs are essential to 
the safety of all people who come in 
contact with the construction area.  
Without them, potential injury and even 
death can occur.  Make sure all signs are 
correctly posted and heeded for safety 
sake..
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The American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) has accredited three 
important standards for the design of 
accident prevention signs, labels, and 
tags.  ANSI Z535-2011 was incorporated 
into OSHA guidelines to bring greater 
clarity to the identification of hazards and 
safety policies. This standard creates 
guidelines for the colors, symbols, 
information, and other aspects used on 
safety signs. This incorporation by OSHA 
makes the design a viable option in OSHA 
compliant accident prevention signage 
design.

The format of an ANSI safety sign has 
three important elements. They are:

• SAFETY HEADERS AND SIGNAL 
WORDS - is classified based on the 
seriousness of the potential hazard. 
(danger, warning, caution, notice, or 
safety instructions) .

• SAFETY SYMBOLS OR PICTOGRAMS - 
are used to communicate hazards, 
precautions, and other information 
quickly, across language barriers. 
There are four basic types of symbols 
(hazard alert, mandatory action, 
prohibition, informational). 

• SIGN LEGENDS - Should accurately 
describe the hazard or policy that the 
sign is alerting others to.

Although the standards are important 
guidelines, ANSI is an independent 
organization that has no regulatory or 
enforcement authority over the use of 
these standards, unlike OSHA.
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