
A wide variety of power tools, machines and other 
equipment are a big part of today’s construction 
and industrial workplace.  Employee training on 
the specific type of equipment being used must 
be included in every company’s safety program.  
Some general safety rules that should be 
followed while operating power tools and 
equipment are:

1. Get proper training on the equipment before 
operating it.

2. Keep guards in place and in good working 
order.

3. Always wear eye protection.
4. Ground all tools and equipment.  If tool is 

equipped with a three pronged plug, it 
should be plugged into a three hole electrical 
receptacle.  Never remove the ground prong.

5. Keep work area clean.  
6. Don’t use equipment in dangerous 

environment (damp, wet or rainy locations).
7. Don’t force tool, equipment or attachment to 

do a job for which it was not designed.
8. Wear proper apparel.  No loose fitting 

clothing, gloves, neckties and jewelry that 
might get caught in moving parts.  Non slip 
footwear is recommended and hair covering 
for long hair.

9. Secure work.  Use clamps or a vise to hold 
workpiece when practical.  

10. Don’t over reach.  Keep proper footing and 
balance at all times.

11. Maintain tools in good condition.  Follow 
instructions for maintenance and care.

12. Disconnect tools from power source before 
servicing and when changing accessories 
such as blades, bits or cutters.

13. Avoid accidental starting.  Make sure switch 
is  in the off position before plugging in 
power cord.

14. Check for damaged parts.  Check for alignment of moving parts, breakage of moving parts, mounting 
and other conditions that may affect its proper operation.

15. Never leave tools or equipment running unattended.  
16. Do not operate any type of tools, equipment, or machinery while under the influence or drugs, alcohol 

or medication.

Almost every piece of equipment comes with an instruction manual.  For your own safety, please read the 
manual before operating any equipment or tool.
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