
Vol 29 - No 12     LADDER ACCIDENT

INCIDENT
DESCRIPTION:
A n  e l e c t r i c a l  
lineman fell to his 
d e a t h  w h i l e  
climbing down a 
l a d d e r  
i m p r o p e r l y  
(Picture 2).  The 
2 9  y e a r  o l d  
worker suffered 
massive head 
injuries as he 
climbed down 
t h e  t r u c k  
mounted access 
ladder  fac ing  
away from the 
ladder (Picture 
1).  He had gone 
up facing the ladder, then upon completing his task, he 
faced away from the ladder while coming down.  The 
victim also failed to wear his hard hat.

Witnesses at the scene noticed that his hands slipped 
causing him to lose his balance and fall to his death.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:
Always wear a hard hat when climbing a ladder and/or 
performing a task above 6 feet from the lower level.  It 
is also an OSHA requirement when on a job site with 
overhead hazards.

OSHA 29 CFR 1926.1053  (b) (20)- LADDER USE 
When ascending or descending a ladder, the user shall 
face the ladder.
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