
During cold weather months, portable heaters are put into use because they are  
convenient,  economical and easy to use.   Before portable heaters are put to use, 
they must be “checked out” to ensure that they are in proper operating condition.  
Use of a defective heater can result in burns, electric shock, fires and inadequate 
ventilation can cause carbon monoxide poisoning.

CORRECT
AREA AROUND HEATER IS 
CLEAN AND FREE OF DEBRIS

DANGEROUS
AREA AROUND HEATER IS 

CLUTTERED AND FILLED
WITH FLAMMABLE 

MATERIALS

See OSHA 
1926.154 for 
s a f e t y  
regulations 
dealing with 
t e m p o r a r y  
heaters

By taking the following precautions, hazards can be eliminated:
1. Position heaters away from combustible materials.
2. Maintain good ventilation.
3. Keep heaters outside of confined spaces.
4. Place heaters on a solid non-combustible base.
5. Keep a fire extinguisher in close proximity.
6. Solid fuel heaters are prohibited inside buildings and on scaffolds.
7. If L. P. G. is a source of fuel, follow all safety requirements.
8. Maintain a safe distance when working near heaters.
9. Do not use temporary heaters to warm or dry articles of clothing.

STAY WARM AND STAY SAFE !  
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