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During trench work, unexpected 
situations arise causing accidents to 
happen.

One such accident occurred when a 
front loader approached the top edge of 
the wall to unload a bucket full of 
bedding material into the bottom of a 
trench.  The trench wall collapsed 
causing the loader to slide into the 8’ 
deep trench killing a worker inside.

This tragic accident could have been 
prevented if the proper procedures had 
been followed.  As work progresses, 
continuous monitoring of the trench 
walls, benching methods, shoring 
systems, and employee work activities 
should be conducted by a competent 
person.

Inspect trench walls for stress cracks, 
sloughing, unstable soil conditions 
and take appropriate action when 
required.  Vibrations from heavy 
equipment may affect walls.

If a bench method is being used for 
trench protection but soil conditions 
change (for example: from a class B to 
Class C soil) you may have to use 
alternate methods for protection such 
as sloping the walls to the proper angle 
of repose, utilizing trench shields or 
hydraulic shores.

Employee work activities & operations 
need to be closely supervised.  
Workers in the trench should not be 
allowed to remain in the vicinity of 
where heavy equipment such as 
loaders,  excavators,  dozers or 
backhoes approach the top edge of the 
trench.  Heavy equipment should not be allowed to approach the edge of the trench where employees in the 
trench are still working.

Trench and excavation work is serious business.  Developing a good safety program and operating 
procedures is a must not an option.
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