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Vol 29 - No 21 SHARP EDGE ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION

In the construction industry hazards can be found everywhere. One such hazard is the sharp edges
found around electrical panel cans electricians use to tie electrical cables to breaker switches. Many

times these edges are very sharp and have caused severe cuts on the workers hands when they rub
up against them.

An electrician cut a ligament in his middle finger when he accidentally rubbed the back of his hand
against the edge of the panel can while feeding electrical cable through the conduit. This completely

severed the ligament requiring surgery to repair it. As an electrician, one depends heavily on the
dexterity of the fingers and an accident like this can be very dangerous to one’s career.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

1. By wearing leather gloves, the worker might have avoided
this injury.

2. By taping the edges of the panel boxes with duct
tape, aworker could reduce the likelihood of injury.
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