
Every year, thousands of American 
workers enter work areas where there is a 
threat of head injury.  Whether on 

construction jobs, bridge repair, forestry, 
utilities or even industry, some of these workers are 

injured because they did not wear appropriate head 
protection or did not use it properly.  

Many construction workers wear their hard hats on 
backwards possibly for stylish reasons, but OSHA 
considers this unacceptable.  The front bill of the 
hard hat extends beyond the face and nose thus 
offering additional protection.  The front bill of the 
hard hat allows the falling object to glance off safely, 
avoiding damage to the face (Picture 2).  

The ANSI standard does not specifically address this 
issue, but it does require that the hard hat be tested 
in the "as worn" position.  If the cap was not 
successfully tested in that position, then the cap 
does not meet the ANSI standard when worn in that 
position.  Since the cap is not being worn as 
intended, it might not offer the level of protection for 
which it was designed.  The hard hat manufacturer 
should be contacted for specific information on this 
aspect of compliance. 
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