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Company Location Date

Vol 28 - No 52 SKYTRAK TIPOVER ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

An employee was using a skytrak to deliver
materials to the rooftop of an existing building that
was undergoing renovations. When driving up the
driveway that led to the building, the operator
noticed that there were cracks in the concrete but
thought nothing of it. He proceeded to deliver the
materials to the building's roof and on the third trip,
the skytrak broke through the concrete driveway
and tipped over. Good thing that the operator
remembered to use the safety seatbelt or else this
accident could have been a lot worse. An
undetected water leak flowing over an extended
period caused the driveway to settle and crack.
Base material eroded away into a sinkhole that
formed underneath the driveway. Stress cracks
were a prime indicator of weak concrete. Heavy
equipment operation on the driveway should have
been avoided.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATION:

Before beginning any heavy equipment operation, a
thorough inspection of the work area should be
conducted. Some of the safety considerations that
need to be identified are:

1. Pedestrian and traffic hazards - Use a flagger if
needed.

2. Solid ground - Make sure work area has a firm
foundation and avoid concrete driveways if at
all possible.

3. Obstacles - Locate all obstacles such as
overhead power lines, water/gas hook ups or
meters and manholes. Keep their location in
mind while operating equipment.

4. Blind spots - Identify those areas such as an
intersection where you may have to slow down
and sound your horn to warn others of your
approach.

Remember to perform a pre-use inspection on your equipment before operating it. Check for
leaks, tire condition, horn, back-up alarm and any other item that the equipment's manufacturer
recommends. And remember to always wear your safety belt. You never know when it might
come in handy.
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