
Time and again the dangers of 
working outside the safety of 
the scissor lift’s platform 
g u a r d r a i l  s y s t e m  a r e  
expressed, yet employees still 
ignore these warnings.  It is 
even dangerous to step up onto 
the toeboard because your 
center of gravity is above the 42 
inch guard rail. employees have 
fallen out of the scissor lifts 
while reaching out over the 
protection of the guardrail.  

The illustration to the right is 
t a k e n  f r o m  a n  a c t u a l  
photograph of a worker trying 
to gain additional height while 
working from a scissor lift.  The 
reason he was standing on the 
guard rails was because the 
work area he needed to access 
was blocked by steel beams.  
The electrician needed to get 
above the steel to run his 
conduit.  Never under any 
circumstances should you 
climb up onto the guardrail like 
this employee is doing here.   Possibly other 
equipment such as a boom lift could  have been  
used  in  this  situation. 

Think before you act. Do not compromise your 
safety!

INCORRECT -
NEVER STAND ON THE TOP 
GUARDRAIL OF A RAISED 
SCISSOR LIFT.
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