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The use of lead in sheet rock to protect hospital workers is a must but it presents
some problems for the construction workers installing it. During a recent
inspection of a medical office building it became apparent that employees
installing lead sheet rock for X-ray rooms were being exposed to lead just by
handling these sheets of lead. Exposure to lead fumes while soldering is also a
construction health hazard.

When lead is absorbed into your body in certain doses, it becomes a toxic
substance. Care must be taken when handling lead. Always wash your hands
before handling food or tobacco products after you have come in contact with lead.
The effects of overexposure to lead are many such as birth defects, kidney
disease, impotence, sterility, memory loss, even death.

Remember, wear disposable gloves when handling lead products and always
wash your hands before eating or smoking. If lead sheet rock must be cut,
precautions such as wetting your mark on sheet rock prior to the cut must be taken
to minimize exposure to lead contaminants.

All SDS recommendations must be followed.

INCORRECT

No mask, goggles,

or gloves.

Short sleeve shirt
exposes arms too much

CORRECT
Mask, goggles, and
gloves used.

Long sleeve shirt protects
arms from exposure
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