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Vol 28 - No 18 DUMP TRUCK ACCIDENT

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A 26 year old truck driver with 9 weeks of experience was fatally injured when he backed a
dump truck over a dirt berm. An examination revealed no mechanical defects on the
truck. The berm at the dump was not properly constructed to sufficiently impede the back
up travel or the overturning of the truck. The severity of the accident and the fact that it led
to death can possibly be attributed to the fact that the driver did not wear his seat belt.

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Company must provide sufficient driver training to offset the lack of experience.
2. Properly constructed berms should be provided and maintained at dumps.

3. Seatbelts should always be worn while operating any heavy equipment
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