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Vol 27 - No 50 PROPANE TORCHES

A torch can be a dangerous tool if used
improperly. Temperatures in excess of
2,0000 can be reached at the torch head.
Employees need to be trained and to fully
understand how to operate a torch before
using one. Proper training and operation
of a torch can help prevent serious injury
and/ or property damage.

1. Inspect all torch equipment before
use. Inspect the torch head, gas
cylinders, valves, gauges, hoses and
fittings for any defects. Never use
defective equipment.

2. Observe all company and
manufacturer's safety rules and
guidelines.

3. Neverleavealittorch unattended.
4. Neverpointatorchatanyone.

5. Be extra cautious when using a torch
on a wood deck. Do not use torch
near combustible materials such as
lint dust or caustic powders so be
extremely careful when working in
manufacturing plants, silos,
laundries and papermills.

6. Always keep the propane cylinder at
least 10 feet away from the torch (see
illustration).

7. Only use a spark lighter to ignite the
torch. Never use amatch or cigarette lighter (see illustration).

8. To properly shut off the torch, close the propane tank valve first to allow the propane remaining in
the hose to burn off.

9. The Supervisor or his designee should walk the roof for at least one hour after the last torch has
been turned off to check for hot spots and smoldering fires. A check should also be done inside the
building along the underside of the deck wherever possible.

10. Wearleather gloves and eye protection when working with torches.
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