
INCIDENT DESCRIPTION:

A worker severely injured 
his back while moving 
heavy equipment.  A large 
p i e c e  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  
machinery weighing in 
excess of 600 pounds was 
to be installed in a building 
under construction.  It was 
stored next to the building 
but there was no means 
available to get it inside.  
Four workers attempted to 
m a n u a l l y  c a r r y  t h e  
equipment 10 feet, lower it 
through a doorway and into 
the building.  The injury 
occurred as they attempted 
to both clear the doorway 
and maintain their grip on 
the equipment.

 SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Improved planning could have prevented this injury, because material handling 

equipment was developed for just such purposes.

2. Any small mobile crane could have easily lifted the equipment over the wall and 
into the room since the roof trusses were not installed yet.

3. A forklift could have been used if the wall enclosing the room had been left open 
an extra day.

4. Manually moving the equipment is the last option.
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