
OSHA requires that all employees must wear a safety vest when they are exposed to 
vehicular traffic.  Many workers assume that this regulation applies only to the flag person 
who stands in the street and regulates traffic.  Actually, the regulation stipulates that any 
employee working near a public road  must wear a safety vest.

Safety vests make the employees more visible to oncoming traffic for the workman's own 
safety.  The reflective material sewn into the vests is designed for early morning and late 
evening hours when visibility becomes more difficult for motorists.  The vest's reflective 
strips will pick up the oncoming vehicle's headlights and reflect them back toward the driver.  
The vests are very effective in making employees much more visible in the darkness.

It can be a fatal mistake, though, to assume that motorists automatically see you whenever 
you are wearing the safety vest.  Drivers passing through a detour for the first time could 
possibly become confused in strange surroundings.  Do not trust the driver with your life.  
Three thousand pounds of metal traveling at even 30 m.p.h. will have dangerous 
consequences.  So always assume that drivers do not see you and take necessary 
precautions.
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