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Terrible accidents can occur
when workers try taking short
cuts around safety on the job
site.

One case in point is when
several construction workers
were riding an excavation
bucket in and out of a trench.
They had decided it is
unnecessary to take a ladder
with them because they
thought the excavator bucket
could transport all of them out
of the trench quicker.
Unfortunately, this method
resulted in a fatality when one
of the workers accidentally fell
out of the unstable excavator
bucket and struck his head in
the fall into the trench he was
being lifted out of. Taking the
short cut led to this tragic
result.

Remember, OSHArequires:

1. A ladder must be made
available to all workers
within a trench or excavation
deeper than 4 feet.

2. Ladders cannot be any
farther than 25 feet from the
furthest employee. This may
mean that more than one
ladder might be necessary.
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