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Trenching can be a very dangerous profession if some precautions are
not taken before working in one. If digging more than 5 feet deep, OSHA
requires for the protection of the employees with one of the following:
1.Atleast 3 shores used

2.Atrenchboxorshield &

3. Proper sloping of the dirt wall$
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And at least one ladder for é?ne’rgency escape. The ladder cannot be any
further than 25 feet from the employees. Remember that dirt weighs
between 2000 and 3000 pounds per cubic yard so working in a trench as
shallow as 5 feet can be life threatening. One cubic yard of dirt or less can

trap a man down and suffocate the life out of him or crush him under its
great weight.

So respect the trench, plan ahead and use one of the methods described
above to work safely.
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