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Keeping large
earth moving
equipment
running and fully
operational is
vital to the
success of any
company.
Equipment
brakes and tires,
horns and back-
up alarms must
all work. But
through all this
hustle lets not
overlook the
smaller just as
important things
such as
housekeeping.

This very
expensive
accident is just
one example. A
mechanic
suffered a
ruptured disc
when he slipped
on some oil that had
leaked out of the engine of a roller compactor that was being worked on in a shop. He
knew about the oil spill as it was obvious to everyone, but was too busy to drop some
absorbent material down on the spill. He figured that he would get to it at the end of the
day, but slipped on the oil before then. He landed on his butt rupturing a disk, resulting
in surgery to his back.

Most workers are aware of the dangers of falling from heights, but many don't realize
more money is lost or spent on accidents and falls from ground level. Don't
underestimate the importance of this often overlooked safety violation.
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