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There is a great deal of confusion
about what exactly a trench
shield is made for. Many people
believe that they are designed to
prevent cave-ins. This is not
true. Their main purpose is to
prevent dirt that is collapsing
from reaching the employee.
Though the shield may slide a bit
within the trench due to the force
of the collapse, the shield will still
form an envelope to protect the
employees.

It is because of the very fact that
the entire trench shield can be
shifted over in a collapse that it
must fit initially very snugly into
the trench. Only a minimum of
room (perhaps only 3 to 5 inches)
must be allowed between the
trench shield and the trench wall.
If a collapse were to occur and
there were three to five feet of
space between the trench wall
and shield, then the shield will
inevitably slide over three to five
feet. The danger is with any
pipes being laid into the ground
within the shield. They will not
slide over as the shield will and
any employee within the trench
could be crushed between the
moving shield and the stationary

pipe.

Trench shields serve a very
important purpose on the job
site, but knowing the purpose
and function of all safety devices
is vital to all employees' safety.
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INCORRECT -
TOO MUCH SPACE BETWEEN TRENCH SHIELD AND WALL

CORRECT -
MINIMUM AMOUNT OF SPACE BETWEEN TRENCH SHIELD
AND WALL
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