
OSHA's new scaffold 
standard has set forth 
many new rules that 
we have to follow.  
One in particular is 
how to place the 
scaffolds planks at 
the bends or changes 
of direction.  

The regulation calls 
for these planks to be 
placed below the 
other planks (see 
d i a g r a m ) .   T h e  
concern OSHA has is 
that these boards 
could be accidentally 
kicked or they could 
slide out of place 
because workers will 
be turning there.  If 
they were to slide the 
worker might fall  
through the opening.  
By  p lac ing  them 
u n d e r  t h e  o t h e r  
planks they will be 
more secure.  

S i n c e  f a l l s  f r o m  
elevations is one of 
the leading causes of 
serious injuries the 
new scaffold standard 
is designed to prevent 
this problem.

29 CFR 1926.451(b)(8)
At all points of a scaffold where the platform 
changes direction, such as turning a corner, any 
platform that rests on a bearer at an angle other than 
a right angle shall be laid first and platforms which 
rest at right angles over the same bearer shall be 
laid secondly on top of the first platform.
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